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A COLLECTION OF LIVES CHANGED

Nearly 950 students have completed the Introduction to Real Estate Management course,
gaining a new perspective and awareness for the industry;
Over $390,000 of financial aid has been awarded to WPM+RE students for academic success
and travel opportunities to experience industry conferences around the nation;
78 students have graduated from the program and are making meaningful contributions to
their organizations and communities through Alaska, the "Lower 48," Canada, and Sweden. 
120 students are currently declared in the program - a historical high and indicator of the
program's growth and continued success moving forward.  

Mr. Weidner,

Since the Weidner Property Management and Real Estate (WPM+RE) Program officially launched in fall
2013, your gifts have been put to work, positively impacting the lives of students and the real estate
community in Alaska and beyond. 

I wanted to put together a collection of stories that have been written over this period of time,
highlighting student successes and opportunities presented as a result of your generosity. You will also
find some statements of appreciation that alumni felt compelled to share. I hope that you enjoy
reading these stories and know that your support has impacted a number of lives for the better.  

THANK YOU!
Terry (TJ) Fields









Billie Burke
Administrative Assistant 

RIM Architects

Mr. Weidner, 

Thank you for creating the WPM&RE program. It's given me
the tools to step into an array of employment opportunities
beyond property management and real estate alone. I
appreciate the solid foundation this program has given me for
building my future. 





Curtis McKillop is prepared for strong competition this winter. As an
alpine skier for the Seawolves, he races in the RMISA-the country's top
conference, home to 18 of the past 20 national champions. In the
classroom, Curtis is up against every other Seawolf athlete, a group that
collectively set a GPA record last year. His goals, therefore, are both
academic and athletic. When he graduates this spring, he would love to
have his name on the national championship just as much as he would
love to claim the Dresser Cup-the top academic honor for UAA
athletes. "I'm setting my eyes on both," he said.

Team Alberta
Like most members of the ski team, Curtis has spent his life on the
slopes. He started skiing as a toddler around his hometown of Calgary;
by the time he finished high school, he was racing competitively on
Alberta's provincial team. But even as increased competitions took him
farther from home-to races in Chile, Austria and beyond-he never lost
sight of his schoolwork. He credits much of his current success at UAA
to the teachers who helped him in Calgary, and the ongoing support
from his parents. 

Curtis graduated from the National Sports School, a winter athlete's
dream just a few blocks from Calgary's city center. Top-tier teen
athletes fill the school's hallways-ski jumpers, speed skaters, hockey
stars and even lugers-all on a quest for international success. "The
foundation of the school was to move to the next level," Curtis
explained. Teachers worked with students to complete their work, even
as those students traveled frequently for international events. The
curriculum was scheduled, but flexible; students could work ahead if
needed, and have direct access to teachers to catch up when they
returned. It was a great environment for a top-tier athlete like Curtis. "I
really care about my grades, I always have," he noted. "I was always the
one trying to continually excel [in class]."

That drive helped him transition to college, but only after taking two
years off exclusively to ski. "It was amazing," he said of the opportunity
to race for Team Alberta. "I traveled the world, which was an incredible
experience, but after my second year I realized I really wanted to attend
school full time." 

So he started looking beyond Canada for college, hoping to attend an
NCAA ski program. Curtis connected with UAA's head coach, Sparky
Anderson, who convinced him Anchorage was the right place for his
next step. A ski scholarship made the decision even easier, and he's
thankful for both his coach's encouragement and his program's support.

Ski captain chasing
academic and athletic
awards

Academic goals...
After two years away, Curtis quickly fell back into his academic
routine. He says the skills he learned in high school-like establishing
one-on-one connections with teachers-"translated perfectly into the
university." Curtis schedules his life around both academics and
athletics, with ample time to travel between campus and Alyeska. All
his classes are in the afternoon, allowing for morning trips to Girdwood,
and all his homework is finished the night before. "If you're diligent and
determined to get it done, you'll get it done," he said of his
academic/athletic balance. 

"He's an extremely well-organized individual," said Sparky Anderson,
who named Curtis captain this year. "He is a leader on the team and he's
someone who's consistently developed and gotten better every year. He
takes his academics and athletics both very seriously." His professors
agree-"I cannot say enough good things about Curtis' ability to manage
his academic and team responsibilities," said Terry Fields, who has had
Curtis in real-estate management classes five times. "[He] is an
excellent example of a student-athlete, able to step between both worlds
and remain focused where necessary."

Now a senior, Curtis is chasing the Dresser Cup-awarded to a
graduating athlete at UAA with the highest GPA. The last three
recipients-one skier, two gymnasts-all had, at minimum, a 3.99. "I don't
know who that's going to be [this year], but I'm definitely setting myself
up well for it," he said. It's been a busy four years. Curtis will graduate
in May with a degree in management and marketing, and a
concentration in real estate and property management. The past two
summers, he interned back in Calgary for course credit. This fall, he
earned a scholarship to attend a weeklong real estate conference in San
Diego. He's clearly well traveled, but that's just his academic itinerary.
Things really pick up this semester during ski season.

... and athletic ambitions
Heading into his senior season, Curtis has a solid track record in place.
He's a consistent top-20 finisher in both slalom and giant slalom, as well
as a frequent academic honoree (last year, he made the National
Collegiate All-Academic Ski Team). He's reached nationals twice
already; this year would make it three in a row. "I want to do the best
that I absolutely can for myself and for the team," he said of the
upcoming season. "But at the end of the day, regardless of what
happens, I'll be happy with however it turns out."

Curtis' season started Jan. 7 in Big Sky, Mont., and (hopefully) ends at
nationals in March. "It goes really fast," he said. "I'm going to try to
enjoy it." That shouldn't be hard. He seems to make the most of every
opportunity, whether it's a conference, an internship or the chance to
take beginners' dog mushing at UAA just for fun. He's also made
lifelong connections with his "second family"-the teammates he travels,
trains and even lives with-and the feeling, it seems, is mutual.

"He's someone who has influence over the rest of the group, someone
everyone else respects," Sparky said of his team captain. "I've come to
really appreciate him as a person and all he brings to the team."

Written By: Joey Besl

http://www.goseawolves.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_LANG=C&DB_OEM_ID=13400&ATCLID=205247351
http://www.goseawolves.com/ViewArticle.dbml?DB_LANG=C&DB_OEM_ID=13400&ATCLID=210920048&SPID=6370&SPSID=58430










Arina Filippenko
Financial Examiner

State of Alaska | Division of Banking and Securities

Mr. Weidner, 
 

Thank you for your generous support of the WPM+RE
program. Because of your contributions, I was able to reach
my goals and receive the best education in all of Alaska. Your
generosity has made a huge difference in our community and
has helped countless students enter into the real estate
industry. Thank you so much for all of your support.































Chris Schneider
Jr. Marine Engineer

TMMG, Inc.

Dear Mr. Weidner,

I want to thank you for the direct financial assistance I
received - I'll never forget the appreciation and camaraderie
my fellow students and I felt when scholarships were awarded
to us. Additionally, I want to extend my thanks to the entire
Weidner team for all the work they put into student
development and community service. I currently live near
Weidner Headquarters and pass it each way on walks to
Juanita Bay Park. Every time I see the Headquarters I am
reminded of the numerous contributions the people working
there make to the many communities they touch.



Megan (Barrett) Mills
Real Estate Manager and Commercial Associate

Colliers International

Hello Mr. Weidner, 
 

Thank you for your generous contributions to the University
and WPM+RE students. Because of this program and your
contributions, I found my career path and have been able to
begin my career working in the real estate industry. This
program truly benefits the community and provides numerous
students a strong foundation for post-graduation. Thank you
for all of your support and encouragement. 











Janeive Hodges-Palesano
Stay-at-Home Parent | Caregiver | Entrepreneur

HP Design LLC

Dear Mr. Weidner,

Thank you so much for your continuous support of the
Property Management and Real Estate Program at the
University of Anchorage Alaska. I truly appreciate your
commitment to education and expanding students' knowledge in
real estate. With your help, I was the first in my family to
graduate college. Your contribution makes a great difference in
the community. Thank you for all that you do!





















Adam Jacobson
Community Director | Real Estate Licensee
Cook Inlet Housing Authority | Fields Real Estate, LLC

Mr. Weidner, 

The WPM+RE program at UAA has had such a positive
affect on my life and career. My internship with Weidner
provided a valuable lesson on the art and science of
residential property management, and that has been pivotal in
my career as a Community Director. The generous
scholarships I was awarded from the program allowed me to
shift my focus away from making my education financially
viable, and towards studying and getting the most out of the
WPM+RE program. Your philanthropic spirit has helped so
many of us in so many ways, and for that I am grateful.











Arin Olson
Special Projects Manager

Grace Hill

Mr. Weidner, 
 

Thank you for your contributions to the WPM+RE program at
the University of Alaska Anchorage. I was able to gain
specialized skills and knowledge in a growing industry with
extensive career opportunities. Upon graduation, I quickly
secured employment, and the program has become a
fundamental part of my career. I owe much of my success to
your support of the program, and I am very grateful to be
an alumnus.



























McCall Anger
MBA Candidate

Boise State University

Mr. Weidner, 
 

Thank you for your support and commitment to the WPM+RE
program. Your contributions have been instrumental in helping
form this program into a professional, diverse, and educational
experience. I am so grateful to have attended and been
inspired by this program, and I look forward to seeing it
evolve and thrive with your help.











Ismael El Moussa
Marketing Manager 

MobiBiz Marketing

Mr. Weidner, 
 

We appreciate all that you have done to make the program
what it is today. I can't stress enough how impactful the
program has been towards my personal growth and career.
The mentorship of our awesome professors and the Weidner
family has helped me and many other students smoothly
transition from students to fully-fledged professionals within
their respective real estate careers. From the bottom of my
heart, thank you very much.







Li Djurestaal
MSc Student

Real Estate and Construction Management
KTH Royal Institute of Technology

Mr. Weidner, 
 

Thank you for everything! Your support and kindness have
affected all of us in more ways than we could ever explain.
You have made it possible for me to pursue a career in the
real estate field, which has been my everlasting dream. I will
be forever grateful to you and everything you have done for
us!









Matthew Vincent
Real Estate Licensee

Jack White Real Estate

Hello Mr. Weidner, 
 

I know I keep saying this but "thank you" again for all you
have done to help create a great program at UAA and other
colleges around the nation. Your support has helped so many
students including myself, and I think this goes for all of us;
we will always be grateful for the support you have shown
and given.



Savannah Garrett
Logistics and Materials Management Associate 

Akima

Hello Mr. Weidner, 
 

Thank you for your contributions to UAA’s real estate
program. Because of this, I was able to find new inspirations
in my studies and life. Your contributions to the program have
given me crucial guidance and resources to help me reach
my goals and graduate. Myself, and the rest of the UAA
community, are so grateful for your generosity. Thank you
again for everything.







Aurora (Landau) Herndon
Property Manager and Real Estate Licensee

O'Banion Real Estate and Relocation Services

Mr. Weidner, 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support of UAA’s WPMRE
program. Your continuous donations have made it possible for
so many students, including myself, to pursue and achieve their
real estate goals.



Vanessa Stadler-Swanson 
Real Estate Licensee | Entrepreneur/Owner

Keller Williams Alaska | Simply Lavish Esthetics

Dear Mr. Weidner, 

Thank you for your continuing support of the WPM+RE
program. This program has helped me grow personally and
professionally through the curriculum, WPM+RE Club, and
career networking opportunities. I will be forever grateful for
the experience, support, and connections I made because of
the program. Thank you again for your generosity and all you
have done to make the program possible.



















































Julie Wrigley, J.D.
Assistant Professor

Weidner Property Management and Real Estate Program

Mr. Weidner –
 

Thank you for your generous support of the Property
Management and Real Estate program at UAA. You have
made an impact on the program in so many ways. From
scholarships and creating an ideal learning environment, to just
being the type of community citizen our students admire. I am
honored to contribute in a small way to the legacy you have
created!



A LIFE IS NOT
IMPORTANT

EXCEPT FOR THE
IMPACT IT HAS

ON OTHER LIVES. 
J A C K I E  R O B I N S O N


